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Learning About Love 
HELEN PETTER WESTRA 
Fresh from the mountains 
in small bunches, the-y?re 
called sweet-in-the-night 
for when they bloom. 
She brings them to his 
student room in Xinhua Lane. 
All day, the light green buds 
wait on the window ledge, 
their stems refracted 
by the glass that holds them. 
Under the lamp that night 
while he translates 
the tender lyrics of Li BaL 
the opening flowers, 
she knows, 
will school him. 
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